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"The Government/' he stated, "is in communication with the
French Government as to the limit of time within which it would be
necessary for the two Governments to know whether the German
Government were prepared to effect such withdrawal.

"If the German Government would agree to withdraw their forces
then His Majesty's Government would be willing to regard the position
as being the same as it was before the German forces crossed the Polish
frontier. That is to say, the way would be open to discussion between
the Gennan and Polish Governments of the matters at issue between
them, on the understanding that the settlement arrived at was one
that safeguarded the vital interests of Poland and was secured by an
international guarantee.

''If the Gennan and Polish Governments wished that other Powers
should be associated with them in the discussion, His Majesty's Govern-
ment for their part would be willing to agree.

'There is one other matter to which allusion should be made
in order to make the present situation perfectly clear. Yesterday,
Herr Forster, who on August 23 had, in contravention of the
Danzig Constitution, become the head of the State, decreed the
incorporation of Danzig in the Reich and the dissolution of the
Constitution.

"Herr Hitler was asked to give effect to this decree by German
law. At the meeting of the Reichstag, yesterday morning, a law was
passed for the reunion of Danzig with the Reich. The international
status of Danzig as a Free City is established by a treaty of which His
Majesty's Government are a signatory, and the Free City was placed
under the protection of the League of Nations.

"The rights given to Poland in Danzig by treaty are denned and
confirmed by agreements concluded between Danzig and Poland. The
.action taken by the Danzig authorities and the Reichstag yesterday is
the final step in the unilateral repudiation of these international instru-
ments which could only be modified by negotiation.

"His Majesty's Government do not therefore recognize either the
validity of the grounds on which the action of the Danzig authorities
was based, the validity of this action itself, or of the effect given to
it by the German Government/'

At the same time the Prime Minister made a declaration in identical
terms in the House of Commons. In the course of this statement,
which was greeted with warm cheering, he said, in substance:

"The Government is in a somewhat difficult position. I suppose it
always must be a difficulty for allies who have to communicate with
one another by telephone to synchronize their thoughts and actions as
quickly as those who are in the same room; but I should be horrified
if the House thought for one moment that the statement that I have
made to them betrayed the slightest weakening either of this Govern-
ment or of the French Government in the attitude which we have
taken up.

"I am bound to say that I myself share the distrust which
Mr. Greenwood expressed of manoeuvres of this kind. ... I should
have to be convinced of the good faith of the other side . . . before